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the Egyptian border. According to Jane's 
Defence Weekly, sources in Libya and in 
Cairo said the attacks were under cover of 
a live-fire training exercise and were held 
in conjunction with an increased troop 
presence in the region. Libya denies the 
existence of any Islamic opposition and has 
said publicly that its operations are aimed 
against drug smugglers in and around Jebel 
Akhdar. Estimates based on opposition re- 
ports and from travelers coming from the 
area suggest that some 600 government 
soldiers and opposition fighters have been 
killed in the past year and an additional 
800 wounded. 


SUBCONTINENT 


Afghanistan 


U.S. Senator Offers U.S. Support 
For Afghanistan: 

U.S. Senator Hank Brown (R-CO) made 
his second trip to Afghanistan this year, 
meeting with high-level government offi- 
cials and with members of the Taleban 
militia, an opposition army that has be- 
sieged the country’s capital for the past 
year in an effort to topple the government. 
Senator Brown began his trip by meeting 
with Taleban representatives in their 
stronghold in the southern city of Kanda- 
har, He later traveled to Kabul, where he 
met with Afghanistan’s President Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani and military comman- 
der Ahmed Shah Masoud. He did not, 
however, meet with the former opposition 


leader turned prime minister, Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, who greeted the Republican 
senator’s arrival by saying that “the United 
States supports terrorism,” and that Amer- 
ica is “starting a conspiracy against the Is- 
lamic world” because of recently signed 
U.S. legislation that punishes Iran and 
Libya for their alleged sponsorship of in- 
ternational terrorism. 


Russian Hostages Escape From 
Taleban Captors: 


Seven Russian airmen escaped from their 
Taleban militia captors to the United Arab 
Emirates in August when they tricked their 
guards into letting them on board to start the 
engines of their Ilyushin-76 cargo plane. 
The seven hostages had been held captive 
since July 1995, when they were forced to 
land their weapons-laden aircraft en route 
to Afghanistan’s besieged capital. All seven 
denied any knowledge of the cargo con- 
tents, but their Taleban captors detained 
them for interrogation in their southern 
stronghold of Kandahar. Six Taleban mili- 
tiamen were arrested for negligence in con- 
nection with the escape. 


Pakistan 
American Citizens in Pakistan Warned: 


The United States Department of State 
issued a warning to U.S. citizens in Pak- 
istan on Aug. 15 saying it had learned that 
terrorists in Pakistan were planning to attack 
U.S. citizens or installations. The State De- 
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partment statement encouraged U.S. citi- 
zens to be watchful of surveillance. to vary 
their day-to-day routines, and to be cautious 
when dealing with out-of-the-ordinary inci- 
dents. The Sept. 5 conviction in New York 
of Ramzi Ahmed Yousef and two others on 
charges of attempting to bomb U.S. com- 
mercial aircraft in the Far East, also added 
to the alert. Yousef, who also is suspected as 
the mastermind of the World Trade Center 
bombing in New York, was arrested in Pak- 
istan. Raised in Kuwait as the son of a Pak- 
istani father and Palestinian mother, he has 
told authorities he is “Pakistani by birth and 
Palestinian by choice.” 


UNITED STATES 


Pentagon Admits U.S. Troop 
Exposure to Chemical Weapons 
in Desert Storm: 


The Pentagon admitted in August that U.S. 
troops involved in Operation Desert Storm 
may have been exposed to Iraqi chemical 
weapons as many as seven different times. 
According to U.S. Defense Department of- 
ficials the exposure to these chemical 
agents, which are suspected to be mustard 
gas and the nerve-agent sarin, resulted 
from demolition by U.S. army engineers of 
Iraqi facilities where the chemical weapons 
were stored. More than 60,000 American 
Gulf war veterans have applied for health 
examinations to determine. if they are 
having medical problems related to chem- 
ical weapons exposure. Many Gulf war 
veterans also believe that the so-called 
“Gulf War Syndrome” is a result of expo- 
sure to these weapons. 


FBI Offers $1 Million Reward for 
Odeh Killers: 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation an- 
nounced on Aug. 27 that it would offer up 
to $1 million for “any information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of the persons 
responsible fo: the 1985 bombing murder 
of American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
leader Alex Odeh.” The announcement, 
made by Los Angeles FBI bureau chief 
Charles J. Parsons, was made in front of the 
statue of Odeh that stands only blocks 
away from the site of the pipe bombing 
that killed the Arab-American leader on 
Oct. 11, 1985. The event was disrupted 
several times by a small group of Jewish 
Defense League members who were shout- 
ing and hurling insults at the attendees. The 
JDL, forerunner of the radical Kahane Chai 
(“Kahane Lives”) movement, is on the 
U.S. State Department's list of terrorist or- 
ganizations. Anyone with information 
about the assassination of Alex Odeh can 
call (800) 705-6639. 


OCTOBER 1996 


aL 


moneri CONTAINED 


RESEIN l: Po aeea. 
Dale ooer By 


Cari Kard kard Kard Kord Bard kad d ESE TE ee 


Cani kad kard kari kad kari Rar dee ed ee ee a 


EEEL LS L ETAETA TLETT RCN BESTT eT OST RS LETAT Mast Lec ect Rd LETTS] LTP TEST RETR 
California Chronicle 


U.S. Justice Department Offers $1 
Million Reward for Odeh Murderers 


By Pat and Samir Twair 


“Why now?” was the question posed to 
U.S. Justice Department representatives at 
an Aug. 27 press conference announcing a 
$1 million reward for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of persons re- 
sponsible for the 1985 bombing murder of 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination leader 
Alex Odeh. Official os 
announcement of the 
reward was made in 
front of the Santa Ana 
Main Library where a 
life-size statue of Odeh 
was erected in 1994. 

Charlie J. Parsons, 
who heads the Los 
Angeles FBI office, 
explained that the huge 
reward—comparable 
to that offered for the 
Unabomber, the per- 
petrators of the Pan- 
Am 103 bombing and 
for Ramzi Ahmed 
Yousef, accused mas- 
termind of the World 
Trade Center bomb- 
ing—was made pos- 
sible by anti- terror- 
ism legislation passed 
in the aftermath of 
the Oklahoma City 
bombing. “We need- 
ed a break in this 
case,” Parsons stated. 
“We listened to our 
agents and they said 
we needed a big reward in order to get 
someone to come forward. Alex Odeh was 
a public figure. This isn’t an ordinary homi- 
cide, it is an assassination as opposed to a 
drive-by shooting.” 

“The bombing murder of Mr. Odeh was 
a cowardly, heinous act,” stated Nora 
Manella, U.S. Attorney for the Central Dis- 
trict of California. “Our investigation will 
continue until those responsible for Mr. 
Odeh’s death are brought to justice.” 

Parsons also praised the Santa Ana 


Pat and Samir Twair are free-lance journalists 
based in Southern California. 
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Charlie J. Parsons, Los Angeles FBI chief, and U.S. Attorney Nora Manella 
announce a $1 million reward posted by the U.S. Justice Department for the 
conviction of the murderers of Alex Odeh. 


police, the Orange County Sheriff’s Office 
and terrorism task force for continuing the 
investigation over the years. 

As the conference was opened to ques- 
tions from the audience, harsh shouts of 
“Why don’t you issue a reward for the mur- 
derer Yasser Arafat?” and “Get rid of the 


S. TWAIR 


È 


terrorist Odeh’s statue and replace it with 
Nixon’s” startled the somber group of about 
35 people. The seated spectators turned to 
look at five or six screaming people in T- 
shirts and sandals accusing the government 
of misusing taxpayers’ money for unsolved 
bombing cases. 

Norma Odeh, the widow of the slain 
ADC regional director, and her daughter, 
Helena, were moved to tears at the on- 
slaught of hateful epithets. For the first 
time, they were seeing and hearing the big- 
oted and racist mentality responsible for the 
death of their husband and father. “I’m 
grateful to the FBI for making this happen 
after 11 years,” Mrs. Odeh stated. 
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It was a surrealistic scene. The tempera- 
ture was well over 90 degrees. Odeh’s 
widow had taken shelter in a comer of the 
library entrance, while unsmiling police 
and government employees in suits and 
sunglasses observed Jewish Defense 
League members. The latter were noisily 
posturing in front of TV cameras, shouting 
that Alex Odeh was killed by Arab enemies 
or a leaking gas pipe that might have ex- 
ploded. When the Washington Report asked 
Parsons why grey-haired, pot-bellied Jew- 
ish thugs were permitted to behave like pre- 
schoolers having a tantrum, hurling insults 
at the FBI and disrupting a public event, he 
replied: “Tt’s their First Amendment right. 
They couldn’t do this in a lot of countries.” 

Odeh’s brother, Sami, stated: “We’ve 
never lost hope Alex’s killers would have 
to face justice. Terrorists must be made to 
pay for their acts no matter who they are or 
where they live.” 

Odeh was killed just blocks from the site 
where his statue stands today. A pipe bomb 
exploded as he walked into his ADC office 
in Santa Ana at 9 a.m. Oct. 11, 1985. Sev- 
eral others were injured in the blast that 
caused massive damage to the building. 

“Tt’s an open case, we’re looking at sev- 
eral suspects,” Parsons concluded. “We're 
not there yet. If we had conclusive evidence 
and were ready to indict someone, we 
wouldn’t be announcing this reward. The 
number is (800) 705-6639 if you want to 
come forward.” 


Arab Americans at GOP Convention 


Arab Americans definitely made their 
presence known at the national Republican 
convention in San Diego. Festivities were 
kicked off Aug. 12 with a cruise aboard 
“The Good News” for John Sununu Jr., 
who is running for Congress in New Hamp- 
shire. John Sununu Sr., co-anchor on 
CNN’s “Crossfire,” a four-time governor of 
New Hampshire and former White House 
chief of staff, was on board along with 
Lamar Alexander, Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, 
Orange County Republican Chairman Tom 
Fuentes, and Adm. Robert M. Garrick 
(Ret.) to name a few. 

Republicans really knew the Arabs were 
in town Aug. 13 when more than 1,200 del- 
egates and friends visited a reception in the 
Chrysler Exhibit, entitled “Arab American 
Tribute to the Republican National Con- 
vention.” Red, white and blue bunting dec- 
orated the main stage where renowned Arab 
musician Simon Shaheen and his Near East- 
ern Music Ensemble performed for more 
than two hours. Even the most jaded politi- 
cos stopped chatting to watch Egyptian 
Dervish dancer Hosni Shahata twirl and 
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